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~ Millions of federal employes:soon
will receive a toughly worded ‘mem-
orandum., from President . Reagan
1cmmdmg them _that unauthorlzed
dlsclosure of classified information is:.
1mproper ~tnethical, - plam wrong’..
and “illégal,” and warning. that- “ap- :
propriate- administrative - actlon wills:
be taken against: anyonewtound 1o~
~ have made such:a: drsclosure
- “Where: .circumstances...warran
_ casey’ wrll also- be; referred . for. cri
* inal prosecutlon,A the memo adds
. The .memo’ is*the- lastest -gtep-in-:
Reagans continuing ;;campaign - to ="
. shut oft' leaksi to. the:media of:clas-...
sified information: 'deali'né, with dip-;:
lomatic; military < and'# +'intelligerice™
activities, The two-page document-'-
was given to Cabinet officers’ Tuies
day- “for dlstrlbutron w1t i i
agencies.
Long-standmg govern
tives forbid unauthorized disclosures.
" by.employes of agencies that normal-'
ly deal with national security. pohcy, 4
such as the. Department of Defense, -

Agency. - . %
But admrmstratron othcrals ai
they could not .recall.‘any ‘previous:.
- instance, where'a presrdent\had sent”
" a personal memorandum  dealing ;

. *With a:national secuuty issue ‘to “all” fedéral’*’
‘ employes, who now total about2 6 million.

w - “It is unusual;.and. it isintended -to- -be, e
5 sald one sénior admrmstratro fofﬁcral, 8

)

. In-his- memo;:; the- presrdent sand he- was.' i}
[ .domg this-to- “underscote -

ness” of the problem. |

5 While: most- admmrstratrons have om- )
 plained of media leaks,. Reavan has:made’a
special pomt of it,:saying in‘ February’that, .
he was “upto my. keister” withleaks: @72

*~On March 11the prosrdent signed a:

e‘recutlve order- that: significantly expanded
‘prévious: directives. ‘Among other things, rt<‘;~
«directed all* persons ‘in ‘any agency with'ac: .
- cess to classified’ mformatlon to swna non-'f,

(llSClOSlll‘e agreement,..

Tt also ordered a revrsron of exrstmv reg-ig:,‘
ulatrons S0 that all federal employes could

- "be requxred to: take lie detector tests and it

approved adverse consequences” as'a min-
imum pumshment tor persons refusmﬂr such..
. tests B

arch _M(llr'ect_rve~ ,',wa's v\a,challeng'ed
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the~ serlous- '

journalists as. an atte o curtail freedom
of information, intimWW% the bureaucracy,
stifle pubhc debate on secunty policy’ and.
“inhibit news reporting. )

Many critics also argued that informa-
tion frequently-is classified for reasons hav-
ing little to.do with national security and ‘
that the goveérnment. frequently leaks such.
_mtormatxon when it suits its purpose.

In “July, the House. and Senate. both

voted to prohrbrt the Pentagon temporarily

from expandmg use of lie detectors. .
Admrmstratron officials made, the mem-
oranduny available’ to The Washmgton Post .
yesterday and’consented to. be mtervrewed_.;‘
provided they were not be.identified..... . ;.
“They portrayed ‘the, dacument as an
tempt by the, presndent to appeal drrectly to::
_government, mployes sense of responsibil- ..
ity and’ pubhc trust. ... ..,

" “As_public_ servants, we have no: le«ntl-- '

mate excuse. for resortmg to.these unautho-
rlzed disclosures,” the president said, .argu-
“ing’ that “there are other means.aviilable to
e‘(press ourselves mcludrng the ufrht 0 .

*quit and speak out Tater.™
(The March dlrectwe, however, reqmres

“all former bureatcrats to submrtv:_ future™
* writings based on their government. work to-

f.r

pre-pubhcatron oovernment . security re-
v1ew) ’ : :
Otfrcrals say the Tuesday nemo’s: per-
" sonal appeal to duty is not really connected -
to the March 11 dlrectwe ‘The earlier doc-
i ument estabhshed vovemment-wrde ma-".
’ chmery "for leual oblrvatrons, mvestrgatwe
. policy and reaulatron of contacts with the-
. media.-In_his latest action, one offlcral ex-’
plamed Reagan wanted to say somethmg

. more, an expresslom.ot concerr{ to each em-.

ploye ATARR
The admlmstratron has dechned to clte

publlclyf any . instances, where nauonal se-~

uuty has:been hurt by news leaks, .
tendmo that" this _would tend to conflrm
mformatron or mtellx«rence-gathermg capa-
bilitiest - ..

Offruals'clalmed that the leaks have con-

+ tinued: desprte the, March order and that
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rler m the Medxterranean at a txme when a
coup mnght have- heen developmg in Sudan: - |
*Reagan’s. rmemo " says’ Attorney General’. '
Wnlham French Smlth has-been.- asked to-- b
look into, several recent dlsclosures Officials. .

would not be. specific, but. said: they dldn’t'=‘.
 think z ;yj:‘probe had been’ completed
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